
Happy New Year to you all!

How do we, as a network of Christian organisations, begin to influence our city on behalf of
children? That is the question I want to pose this time around.

As Viva we are increasingly using 4 headings to describe the effectiveness of networks:
1. The ability to connect churches and Christian organisations in the area that serve children.
2. The ability to train and build the capacity of those with whom we connect.
3. The ability to engage multiple groups to work together in collective action in order to have

a bigger impact on children.
4. The ability to use our combined voice and strength of numbers to influence our cities,

both in terms of authorities but also public opinion.

On this latter point you have already started; by simply gathering people from across the city together
you will have already developed a reputation. (Of course we have to work hard to make sure that
reputation is a good one!)

Through the World Weekend of Prayer we have already infiltrated many churches with the message to
care for children at risk. Through the commitment cards and media messaging of the Good Treatment
Campaign, we have each made a start in reaching the general public to demonstrate love to their
children.

Each network has a main theme or strategic focus. In the case of the Patna network in India their main
theme is combating discrimination against girls. Have a read of the attached one-page document that
describes a relatively simple event that they held a couple of months ago.

I want to challenge you this year to plan an event in your city where you can raise the profile of your
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Viva Children @ Risk Network, Patna (India)

City-wide event on safety of Girls on the occasion of 

International Day of the Girl Child



[image: C:\Users\DeveshLal\Pictures\Saved Pictures\IMG_20171011_144022.jpg]On 11th October 2017, around 200 students along with University Professors and teachers, representatives of legal fraternities, local NGOs and local administration participated in a city-wide event in Patna to raise awareness and make a commitment to prevent abuse of girls in the city.



The event has increased the profile of the need to improve protection of girls in the city, and inspired many girls to speak out about abuse and want to join the movement for change. Resolutions passed will help to provide a strong direction in which to act to have a lasting impact.



Highlights from the event

The event was opened with a motivational song presented by Viva Patna Network’s Coordinators to encourage attendees to see that its time for girls to stand up against all discrimination and together fight to make the world a better and safer place for girls.
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City and national leaders spoke in support of the campaign including Mrs Poonam Sinha, the child protection officer for the state of Bihar and deputy Director of the Department of Social Welfare, Government of Bihar. 



Mr Suresh Kumar, who has recently headed a National study on Girl Child abuse shared the outcome of his study and emphasized the need to make efforts to provide proper safety and security to the daughters of Patna. 



[image: C:\Users\DeveshLal\Pictures\Saved Pictures\IMG_20171011_135422.jpg]Many Girls came forward to share their ordeals and expressed their happiness for this event. Some girls alleged that police force instead of providing relief to victims of inappropriate sexual remarks and abuse usually mock them and refuse to register their complaints. Girls were coming one by one to share their struggles. They said that it is for the first time we had received a platform to speak about their ordeals. As a result of this event, they would like to be part of any movement or program which will be initiated by this forum.



Mrs. Poonam Sinha, said that though a number of students came forward to share their stories she is sure every girl present in this program is being subjected to some or other kind of teasing or abuse. She said she herself was subjected to abuse when she was a student. She promised all support for this initiative. 



Viva Network Consultant, Devesh Lal closed the event by presenting the following resolutions, unanimously ratified by everyone present:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]That a girl help line number will be activated. A petition signed by 5,000 girls will be presented to the Director General of Police. 

· Clubs for girls to be started in community and in educational institutions. 

· Drivers of public transport like autos and buses be sensitized and made to commit to provide safety to girl passenger. Malls and shops should carry messages on safety of girls. 

· Police force to be made more sensitive to the issues of girls and made more proactive through appropriate training. 
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work and champion the issue that you want to be known for. I believe every network large or small
can do something – it just takes some thought and initiative. You can do it!

Blessings

Brian

Brian Wilkinson
Head of Network Development, Viva

Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston Street, Oxford, OX4 1LF, UK  
Direct: +441865811664  |  Main: +44 (0) 1865 811 660  |  Web: viva.org

Viva is an operating name of Viva Network. Viva Network is a company limited by guarantee no. 3162776, registered charity no. 1053389,
and registered in England at Unit 8, The Gallery, 54 Marston Street, Oxford, OX4 1LF, UK

http://www.viva.org/
https://www.facebook.com/vivatogetherforchildren
https://twitter.com/vivatogether
https://www.linkedin.com/company-beta/3024176/
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